
International Beads Biennale Hiroshima Exhibition Awards 2026
Comments from the Panel of Judges

Mitsuharu Hirose / Knit Designer
A remarkable collection of works was submitted to the sixth International Beads Biennale 
Hiroshima. As I have felt with every edition, each artist’s thoughts and dedication shine through 
alongside the brilliance of the beads, touching the hearts of those who view the works.
I imagine that each artist went through a great deal of trial and error, from developing the initial 
design to bringing it to completion. For the judges as well, the judging process was one of careful 
consideration and deliberation. I found the works wonderfully refreshing, including pieces that 
looked quite different when actually worn compared with how they appeared at first glance, as well 
as works whose forms were so unexpected that it was difficult to believe they were made of 
beads.The piece receiving the Hirose Award can be described in one word: “elegant.” The finishing 
and attention to detail were also outstanding. I sincerely hope that all the artists will continue to 
hone their skills and pursue even greater creative achievements in the future.

Yoshiko Takahashi / Former Professor, Bunka Gakuen University
The technical skill and artistic quality of the submitted works were exceptionally high. The entries 
were so accomplished that it was often difficult to distinguish between the works receiving an 
Honourable Mention or higher and those receiving the top awards. There were many outstanding 
and compelling works, making the judging process particularly challenging. Compared with 
previous editions, a greater number of the top award-winning works expressed the concept of “Wa,” 
reflecting the beauty and spirit of Japanese aesthetics. Each work differed in its techniques and 
concepts, yet all possessed their own unique appeal. They reminded me once again of the 
remarkable sensitivity and artistic sensibility characteristic of Japanese creators. I also felt that 
many works showed great promise for the future through their increasingly diverse approaches to 
expression and their inventive use of materials and techniques. It was a truly inspiring collection of 
works, filled with creativity and potential.

Mutsumi Daikuhara / Professor, Bunka Fashion College
Once again, the competition brought together works of an exceptionally high standard, and I found 
the judging process extremely challenging. My heartfelt congratulations to all of the award 
recipients. Standing before each individual work, I could sense the tremendous amount of time, 
dedication, and passion that had gone into its creation, and I felt a deep respect for every artist.
I was profoundly moved by the rich creativity and expressive power that emanated from every work. 
Once again, I was reminded of the depth of expression and limitless possibilities that can emerge 
from the simple material of beads, as well as the fascinating potential they hold as an artistic 
medium. The judging process itself was a valuable opportunity for me to learn and to be inspired by 
the many remarkable works. I am truly grateful for this precious experience.

Kimie Suto / Bead Artist
This work beautifully expresses a powerful and heartfelt wish for peace through the splendor of 
auspicious traditional Japanese patterns, created by layering meticulously crafted motifs one upon 
another.
I was deeply moved not only by the exquisite color combinations and the high level of beadwork 
craftsmanship, but also by the compelling sense of narrative conveyed throughout the work.
Going beyond the conventional framework of costume jewelry, the artist has masterfully 
transformed the beauty of Japanese tradition into contemporary bead art. In recognition of this 
exceptional expressive ability, I selected this work for the “Kimie Suto Award.”

Iwao Yamanaka / President and CEO of TOHO CO., LTD.
I would like to express my heartfelt gratitude to all of the artists who submitted their works to the 
International Beads Biennale Hiroshima 2026, as well as to everyone who visited the exhibition and 
supported this event.
As a biennial celebration of bead art, this competition has continued to grow and evolve, and thanks 
to the support of so many people, we have now reached its sixth edition.
Looking back, with each edition, the standard of the works submitted from both Japan and abroad 
has continued to rise. I have been deeply impressed, and often amazed, by the highly sophisticated 
and refined works presented at every competition.
It never ceases to amaze me how these tiny glass beads, each with nothing more than a simple hole, 
can be transformed into such individual and beautiful works of art through the diverse techniques 
and rich sensibilities of the artists.
For me, the time spent standing before each work at the judging venue was truly a moment of 
profound joy.
Every submitted work̶whether a Grand Prize winner or a work that narrowly missed receiving an 
award̶was filled with the artist’s passion, the world they wished to express, and their heartfelt 
emotions.
As we imagined the precious thoughts and feelings woven into every stitch and every bead, all of us 
on the judging panel were deeply moved. At the same time, we were once again reminded of the 
limitless possibilities and extraordinary power of bead art.
This exhibition has long served as a place where artists can challenge themselves, connect with one 
another, and share their creativity. However, we have decided that this sixth edition will be the final 
edition held in the form of a competition.
Although the competition format is now coming to an end, I firmly believe that the outstanding 
skills cultivated by all of you here, together with the passion you have poured into your beadwork, 
will continue to shine and be passed on to the future of bead art.
Finally, I would like to extend my deepest respect and heartfelt gratitude to all of the artists who 
have supported this competition and filled it with such remarkable works, as well as to everyone 
who has contributed to making this event possible.
Although this will be the final edition in competition format, I sincerely hope that the creative 
endeavors of everyone who loves beads will continue to flourish and that your work will continue to 
shine with new brilliance in the years to come.
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